Toxicity of treatment of germ cell tumors.
Great progress has been made in the management of testicular cancer in the past 15 years, with the attainment of the expectation of cure for most patients. In all of the efforts to reduce the toxicity of treatment, one governing principle should be retained: we must not reduce the chance of successful treatment in our attempts to avoid toxicity. Continued progress will only be achieved by the meticulous implementation of carefully structured trials with appropriate follow-up schedules. If future studies are effected in an unstructured and uncontrolled fashion, physicians could become the most common cause of death of patients with testicular cancer.